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Editor's note: The front page teaser in The Star's print paper incorrectly states this event
happens tonight. That is in error. The event happens Friday.

We're conservative people, loyal to our mining heritage and may enjoy the occasional
beverage, but dang it all, we Sudburians are funny people, too.

A good Italian girl, Sandra Battaglini grew up in Sudbury, studied history at Laurentian
University and then moved to Toronto to pursue a career in marketing.
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While in the big city she had the chance to see a Second City improv show, which
changed the course of her life.

"I was like, 'sign me up,' " said Battaglini over the phone from Toronto, during a break on
a film set.

"I had done a little theatre in university with the Italian comedy troupe, then I did a year
with Second City, then after that year, you do a show."

Comedy allows Battaglini to "be free."

"When you're in the marketing and advertising world, you get the opportunity to create
something, but often, the client makes the decision."

Battaglini has worked as a comedian and actor since 2002, and most recently won a
Canadian Comedy Award for her last solo show, Hard Headed Woman.

Battaglini also studied the clowning techniques of respected Canadian clown trainer
Richard Pochinko.

She'll be in Sudbury for a show with comedians Precious Chong and Phil Luzi.

The Three's Company Comedy Tour stops at the Little Montreal on Friday.

"We actually had a sketch in one of our earlier shows and I played Janet, Precious
played Chrissy and Phil played Larry."

The three comics have collaborated for years, performing at Toronto's infamous Lunacy
Cabaret, and as part of a musical sketch troupe, The Specials. Battaglini and Chong,
daughter of Tommy Chong of the successful stand-up duo Cheech and Cong, are
working on a short film together called Chinatown. Written by Chong and directed by
Battaglini, the film is based on Chong's real life experience of searching for her Chinese
identity.

"It was my directorial debut and I love it," said Battaglini.

Meanwhile, Battaglini and Luzi, are developing a new animated series based on their hit
live monthly cabaret, The Sal and Sandy Show.

"Phil and I are doing a lot of writing and we're trying to pitch stuff," she said. "I have a
couple of TV concepts, but it takes time."

It's been a while since Battaglini has returned home. And she's impressed with the city's
burgeoning comedy scene.

"There seems to be something really good going on; it's really cool."

- - -

Three's Company Comedy Tour

Sandra Battaglini, Precious Chong and Phil Luzi;

When:

Friday at 9 p.m., Little Montreal;

Tickets

$20 at the door and $15 in advance by calling Little Montreal at 705-675-8562.
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