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Sandra Battaglini stars in Classy Lady at the Alumnae Theatre, her latest
comedy solo show.

Sandra Battaglini is a Classy Lady
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It hasn't always been easy but Leslieville-based comedienne Sandra Battaglini
is glad she followed her heart and is doing a career she loves.
A Sudbury native who has called the city's east end home off and on for the
last three years, Battaglini has made a living working as a full-time performer
for about five years.
Starting June 14, Battaglini will star in her sixth solo show, Classy Lady, which
explores the often hilarious dos and don'ts of a woman's rise to "ladyhood".
Based on Battaglini's life experiences, the production explores four archetypes:
The Call Girl, The Miner, The Contessa and The Martyr.
The show's director is her creative partner and colleague, Phil Luzi, who writes
and co-hosts the monthly variety show, The Sal and Sandy Show.
The duo star in the monthly production, which takes place at The Underground
Comedy Club, 670 Queen St. E. at Broadview Avenue.
Battaglini, who moved to Toronto more than a decade ago to study marketing at Etobicoke's Humber College, never imagined
she'd be making a living performing and making people laugh.
"I had done theatre in university but I had no aspirations to be an actor," she said during at recent interview at a local cafe.
In 1999, one of her colleagues at a marketing and branding firm mentioned Second City's training program and invited her to
check out a show.
By the end of that year, Battaglini had signed up to take improvisation classes.
A year later, she was performing on stage entertaining crowds with her off-beat and outrageous characters and humour.
"That's when my whole life literally changed," said Battaglini, who by 2001 had formed a monthly variety show with two of her
Second City classmates.
She went on to continue her studies at Second City's conservatory program and unsuccessfully auditioned for the company's
touring company.
Instead, Battaglini was offered a role in the hit production, Tony and Tina's Wedding playing the role of the widowed mother of
the bride.
She played that role for about two years.
During that time, Battaglini studied clowning and went on to stage two solo clown shows called On The Theory of Everything
and The Upside Down Widow.
She mounted her first solo comedy show, Tearing Out of the Abyss, in 2002 to 2003.
The following year, Battaglini, who has done stand-up at various clubs and worked for Yuk Yuk's, performed in her second
one-woman comedic production, A Small Battalion of Soldiers.
Her third solo show, Hard-Headed Woman, won a Canadian Comedy Award.
Classy Lady, which took about a year to write and stage, is her latest endeavour.
"It took me six years to have the courage to put up another (solo show). So many people were asking me when I was doing
another one," said Battaglini, who is also the creator of a sketch comedy troupe called The Specials.
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"It was just time, I guess. I was ready to do it."
Classy Lady will be presented at the Alumnae Theatre, 70 Berkeley St. at Adelaide Street, at 8 p.m. June 14 to 17 and 21 to
24.
Tickets, which cost $25 plus taxes/service charges, can be purchased by calling the box office at 416-591-1417 or online at
www.brownpapertickets.com or www.sandrabattaglini.com
Joanna Lavoie is a staff reporter for the Beach Mirror and www.InsideToronto.com. She can be reached at jlavoie@insidetoronto.com .
Follow her on Twitter and Facebook .
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