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Supplied photo Sandra Battaglini is coming home and she's bringing the laughs with her.
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Keenan Kusan, For the Sudbury Star

Sandra Battaglini is coming home and she's bringing the laughs with her.

The award-winning actor, stand-up comic and writer will return March 26 to headline this
month's instalment of Theatre Cambrian Late Night, a monthly comedy show.

Theatre Cambrian's executive director, Mark Mannisto, is welcoming the comedienne
back home with open arms.

"She's probably one of Canada's funniest comics," said Mannisto. "She's tearing up a
storm not only on the comedy circuit but in film and television, as well."

This will also be Theatre Cambrian Late Night's first headlining performance by a
woman, which is another reason for comedy fans to be excited. Mannisto said that
should add a unique twist to the show.

"Her being a woman, that alone is very exciting," said Mannisto. "We get to laugh and
have fun with topics that the male mind doesn't necessarily think about."

Theatre Cambrian was eager to bring in a woman to headline and Battaglini was a no-
brainer.

"We were chomping at the bit to have a female act, so we wanted to go with someone
tried, tested and true," said Mannisto. "Sandra certainly has a wealth of experience
behind her, so as soon as we had that opportunity, we were happy to jump on it."

Battaglini has won a Canadian Comedy Award for her act Classy Lady, directed by Phil
Luzi who will be joining her on stage. Luzi has worked on a plethora of theatre shows, as
well as select works in TV and film such as The Path to 9/11.

The duo has worked together on other productions as well, such as the Toronto comedy
nights The Sal & Sandy Show and Family Slides.

Battaglini has also won Canadian Comedy Awards for performances in Hard Headed
Woman in 2007 and was nominated for Small Battalion of Soldiers. She has toured with
Absolute Comedy and Yuk Yuks and appears in Maps to the Stars, a David Cronenberg
film that premiered at TIFF in 2014.

She is expected to cover an array of topics, ranging from politics and feminism to the
Italian lifestyle, which Mannisto said should resonate well with Greater Sudbury's Italian
community.

The performance will be emceed by another Sudbury native, Shawn McLaren. McLaren
is an entertainer of many strengths, having worked in comedy, film, radio and musical
theatre. He has been also in the creative community for over a decade, competing as a
player and a coach on the national stages of improv.

Mannisto said that this is one show you shouldn't sleep on.

"Anyone coming on March 26 to Theatre Cambrian is in for an absolute treat."

Theatre Cambrian Late Night itself is a monthly meeting of comedy, being hosted in the
evening. With an inexpensive ticket price of only $10, it is a great way to experience a
comedy show on a budget.

"Every month our crowds are getting bigger and bigger," said Mannisto. "We're quite
pleased with that."
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To purchase tickets to the event, visit www.theatrecambrian.ca, or at the theatre's
location of 40 Eyre St.

keenankusan@gmail.com

sud.editorial@sunmedia.ca
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